


Minutes of the Prees Parish Council Meeting held on March 16 2026 7.15pm at Prees Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs Mrs S Short, Mrs J Catterall, Mrs S Jones, Mrs A Alison, Mrs J Platt, Dr J Redgate, T Nield, D Pritchard and M Myles-Hook.  Also present were two members of the public and the clerk Mrs K Sieloff.

033/26  Public Session
A member of a local walking group attended to ask for the support of the Parish Council in pressing Shropshire Council to take action to re-open Footpath No 26, which is currently blocked and impassable and has been so for many years.  The walk crosses three properties.  The speaker reported that SC has made lots of promises of action, but it has not happened, and he thinks that the way forward now is for the Parish Council to apply for a Magistrates Court Order (130a under the Highways Act.)  This would oblige SC to open the footpath within a month. 
034/26   Apologies
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Mrs B Finch, Mrs L Baer and J Allen.
035/26   Declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interests.
There were none.
036/26   Actions Arising from the Minutes
Everything was on the Agenda. 
037/26   Community Policing Matters
The clerk had signed up to Neighbourhood Matters, and had circulated the link to all cllrs.
The clerk was asked to report that youngsters had been causing a nuisance by kicking doors at night in Whitebrook Meadow and Mill Street.  She was also asked to report the proliferation of e-scooters locally, which is happening despite it being illegal to ride them on public land.
038/26   Shropshire Council report.
Cllr Malcolm Myles-Hook presented his report, which had been circulated previously to the Parish Cllrs and which is available in its entirety on the PC website.
039/26   Planning matters
Current planning applications for consultation.
26/00641/FUL: Proposed single storey side extension and additional roof dormer.
97 Twemlows Avenue, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2HD
Applicant: Mrs Prescott.
The Parish Council resolved to support this Application.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs S Jones and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Platt. AIF.
AMENDMENT to 25/03992/OUT: Outline approval (all matters reserved) for the erection of 2 dwellings (change in description).  Land South of Mansfield Cottage, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire.
The consultation date for this amended application had expired.  The PC noted with approval that in the amendment the number of proposed dwellings was confirmed as only 2, rather than 2/4 as previously.
26/00639/FUL: Change of Use of Agricultural land to 5-pitch extension to existing gypsy and traveller site, associated hard standing, installation of foul and surface water drainage system
Woodcroft Caravan Park, Preeswood, Prees, Shropshire. Applicant: Mr Nathan Roberts
The Parish Council resolved to support this Application.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by  Cllr Ms N Young.  AIF.
Planning Decisions
25/04050/PAAFC: Change of use of 2No agricultural buildings to storage (Class B8), in accordance with Schedule 2, Part 3, Class R Agricultural Buildings to Flexible Commercial Use of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - New Farm Fauls Whitchurch Shropshire SY13 2AZ.  Decision: Prior Approval Required and Refused. 
25/03435/OUT: Address:  Land To The North Of Station Road/Mill Lane Prees, Shropshire
Proposal:  Proposed outline application for residential development to include means of access
Decision:  Refused
040/26   Parish and Parish Council Matters
PC asked to write to SC to ask for action to clear blocked Footpath 26.
Cllr Dr J Redgate presented a report on the matter of public footpaths and reiterated their importance and the fact that it is a criminal offence to obstruct them.  The Parish Council resolved to write to Shropshire Council and tell them that the PC is exploring the idea of applying for  a Magistrate’s Court Order to support the re-opening of the footpath.  This was proposed by Cllr Ms N Young and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.
Hazardous parking at War Memorial.  
Cllr Mrs Short has been in communication with the Diocese of Lichfield concerning the unknown ownership of the land on which the War Memorial sits. The Diocese has been consulting records stretching back to 1848 with no definitive conclusion yet.  It is consulting its legal advisors.  Cllr Mrs Short expects a meeting imminently.
Playground matters. 
· Clerk had researched and found that fencing to exclude dogs from play area proposed, with appropriate gates, would cost around £12,000.  There was mixed support for going down this route amongst cllrs.  
Clerk was asked to purchase signage warning of the dangers of dog faeces, and encouraging responsible dog ownership.  This was proposed by Cllr Mrs A Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Platt.  All were in favour.
Clerk was also asked to find the cost of a safety surface under the Space Net (rope climbing pyramid) to replace the grass which attracts dogs to a place where picking up their waste is problematic.
· Review of inspection requirements as stated by the PCs insurers.
Clerk advised that the PC’s insurers require an annual safety inspection by a qualified playgrounds inspection team, plus one or two maintenance checks, plus informal checks at a frequency felt (from experience) to be necessary to maintain the safety of the equipment.
· Cllr J Pritchard and the clerk had met to have a look at the toddlers’ play equipment and had agreed that a thorough clean would give it a new lease of life.  Clerk is finding quotes for this work.
· Playground equipment maintenance contract.  The clerk had presented three quotes from companies who would provide professional checks of the safety of the play equipment in both sites across the year and also quote for any repairs needed.  The PC resolved to accept the quote from Sovereign.  Proposed by Cllr D Pritchard and seconded by Cllr Ms N Young.  AIF.
· Community-Led Build at Whitchurch Road.  The clerk was asked to invoice Wrekin Housing for £81,000 as advised by them. Proposed by Cllr Mrs A Allen and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Platt.  AIF. This is funding from Shropshire Council for the development at a rate of £3,000 per home built.  
· IT matters
1 Cllr Dr J Redgate reported on the improvements to the website on which he and the clerk have been collaborating.  He said that feedback was welcome, and that he and the clerk would be  working further on the matter. 
2 The PC resolved to ask Cloud Next to provide the transfer to a gov.uk domain name for our website and email addresses.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen.  All were in favour.
· Review of Risk Assessment. 
The Risk Assessment had been circulated to all cllrs prior to the meeting.  The clerk suggested that three cllrs meet with her to scrutinise it and suggest any modifications thought necessary.  Cllrs Mrs A Allen, Mrs J Platt and Ms N Young volunteered and it was resolved that they should undertake this task with the clerk.  Proposed by Cllr T Nield and seconded by Cllr Mrs S Jones.  AIF.  

041/26   SALC news.  
The North Shropshire Area Committee was due to meet the following day in Wem and Cllrs Mrs J Catterall and Mrs J Platt expressed their intention of attending.
042/26  Accounting matters
Accounts for Payment March 2026
The following list of accounts had been previously circulated.  Cllr Mrs J Platt proposed that they should be paid and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  AIF.
                                                                                                                           £
K D Sieloff clerk’s salary March     2026                                                          506.48
HMRC PAYE                                                                                                     126.61                                                                                 
KD Sieloff clerk’s expenditure (11.2.26- 10.3.26)                                               18.71
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd: (lengthsman February)                               320.00                                                                           
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd (playgrounds maintenance)                         212.00
S Short (reimbursement for defibrillator accessories purchased)                       772.18
SALC  (Cllr Mrs J Platt : Fundamentals for Cllrs training 19.2.26)                    45.00
                                                                                                          Total      2,000.98                                        
Clerk’s expenditure 11.2.26-10.3.26
BT line rental contribution March 2026: £ 12.50. 
Stamps:3 x second class stamps @ 87p = £2.61
Trip to noticeboards for February Agenda: 8 miles @ 45ppm = £3.60.
Total=£18.7
043/26   Housekeeping.  Clerk to report debris in Station Road needs clearing following works there.
044/26   Facebook.  Concerns voiced about hazard presented by dog excrement at Higher Heath.
045/26   Correspondence.  Mrs Sally Pearson wrote asking the PC to fund expenditure of a maximum of £100 on plants for the War Memorial gardens, which the PC owns and budgets for.   Clerk to advise Mrs Pearson to submit receipts when the plants have been purchased.
046/26   Items for next Agenda.  
Communicating with the Community.
047/26   Resolution to exclude Public and Press. 
Cllr Mrs S Short read out the following Proposal:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following item of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
The meeting continued in Private Session. 

(See next page.)



































Signed……………………………………..                            Dated………………………………………..
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